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Celebrating Student Success!

Friday, Dec. 3
PYP Report Cards

Dec. 6 - 10 
PYP Student led conferences

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Christmas Concert Videos 
available for viewing

December 17 - January 2
Christmas Break - no school

Monday, Jan. 3
Happy New Year! 
School Resumes

Friday, Jan. 7
Skating Alder Arena
JK - Grade Four

Tuesday, Jan. 11
Beach Day

Wednesday, Jan. 12
Casual Day

Jan. 12- 13
Caribou Math Contest

Friday, Jan. 14
Skating Alder Arena
JK - Grade Four

Friday, Jan. 21
Year Ahead Day

Why In Person Learning is Important
I have really enjoyed seeing the students and teachers on a daily basis as 
we resumed in-class learning this year. We still face many challenges 
because of the pandemic; however, I am happy to say that The Maples is 
a thriving community and that the experiences over the last few years have 
only made us stronger. Our enrolment is strong (many classes are at 
capacity) and we receive several enquiries each week for both The Maples 
Academy and The Maples Child Care Centre. Although I am very proud of 
The Maples’ successes with remote learning I do believe that in-person 
learning is critical, particularly at the elementary level for the following 
reasons:

Community and Friendship
Quite frankly, we have all missed each other. The students of all ages have not had many 
opportunities to socialize and learn the skills needed for socialization. A huge part of education 
has very little to do with academics.

Sense of Motivation
Teaching on line has many challenges. One of them is keeping the students motivated to 
always do their best and make them realize that a goal needs to be achieved. I personally 
missed those one-on-one conversations when I pulled a student over to discuss their work. I am 
glad I have that back.

Staying Focused
It is hard enough to keep a child focused in the classroom. Remote learning brings with it a huge 
challenge for so many students. Although some children are successful online, the majority 
have great difficulties paying attention to the lesson presented. Your pet or the temptation of 
other activities (online gaming, etc.) is a great distraction.

Routine
Children (and adults) need routine in their lives. The routine of getting up, getting ready for 
shool, going to school and returning home is preparation for the routine of life. Some students 
transitioned well to the routine at home; unfortunately, the majority did not.

Privacy
This might sound strange, but a lot of privacy has been lost with online learnng. Students who 
might feel safe sharing information in a classroom (or coming directly to a teacher), feel 
uncomfortable sharing remotely, worried about who might hear their responses both at home 
and in the whole group.

Technology
Technology is great until it isn’t. We have all experienced “drops” while online, particularly those 
in “remote” areas including The Maples Academy. “My mic isn’t working,” or “You are all 
garbled,” or “the Internet didn’t save my work,” has become the new “My dog ate my 
homework.”

Mr. Playford



UNIT OF INQUIRY
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Junior and Senior Kindergarten
For our First Unit of Inquiry the Junior and Senior 
Kindergarten students explored the transdisciplinary 
theme, “Sharing the Planet”. In this unit the central idea 
was “farms provide many of our daily nutritional needs. “

As part of our our summative, on Thursday October 7th, we 
went to Fiddlehead Care Farm for a field trip. At the farm 
the students had the chance to learn about different 
vegetables growing in the gardens such as carrots and 
turnips. They met a friendly pot belly pig named Luna, fed 
goats and pet a few roosters and chickens! The students 
then participated in a scavenger hunt in the forest. It was 
a fun filled morning!

Grade Three - Four 
The grade threes and fours have been engaged in 
exploring the properties of light and sound for their second 
Unit of Inquiry. The students were challenged to ask 
questions regarding what innovations in light and sound 
technology have improved the lives of humans. They 
explored the sources and properties of light and sound, 
the various ways in which light and sound are produced, 
transmitted and used and the impact of light and sound 
on people. For their summative assignment the students 
created and presented a poster explaining what they 
learned.



SERVICE PROJECTS
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Orangeville Food Bank
This year our Kindergarten classes chose to support the 
Orangeville Food Bank for our service project. Both 
Kindergarten classes had a conversation about the purpose 
of food banks and how collecting food helps those who use 
the service, in a tremendous way. Throughout November the 
students created posters, made announcements at 
assemblies and asked for donations at home to help support 
the Orangeville food bank. With your help, we were able to fill 
both large bins plus more. 
Thank you to those that 
donated! 
We will be asking you once 
again to donate to the 
Orangeville Food Bank in the 
Spring.

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to everyone who  supported the Grade 1 - 2 
service project. We received 49 shoe boxes. Since 1993, more 
than 188 million children in more than 170 countries have 
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The project 

delivers the joy of what, for many kids, is 
their first gift ever. In 2020 alone, more 
than 9.1 million Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts were collected 
throughout Australia, Austria, Canada, 
Finland, Germany, Italy, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Spain, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States.

Grade 5 - 6 Service
As their service project last year, the Grade 5/6 class chose to 
write letters to seniors in our community - people who may 
have been feeling alone or just a bit disconnected, 
particularly with the isolation that COVID-19 brought to many 
of us. The seniors at Avalon Retirement Lodge appreciated 
our notes and cards, and some residents even wrote back to 
us!
This year, our class has chosen to continue last year’s letter 
writing service project. 
In November, in honour of Remembrance Day, we wrote 
postcards to retired veterans of the Canadian forces. We also 
wrote letters to serving members of the CAF, many of whom 
may appreciate a letter from Canada if they are deployed 
away from home over the holiday season. 
In December we will create Christmas cards for local seniors, 
with short, happy messages in the cards to brighten 
someone's day. We have plans for Valentine’s Day cards and 
Easter letters in the new year.



The Maples Messenger - page 4 of 10 

Guitars...
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...and Ukes
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The Maples PTA

Your Maples PTA Executive
PTA Chair:  Katherine Tremble Taylor
Treasurer:  Erica Hyland
Secretary:  Erika Cameron
Preschool:  Brennan Solecky 
Principal:  Greg Playford

PTA Teacher Rep: Eoin Gault

The Maples PTA has several initiatives this year designed to enhance the social and academic experience 
of your child at The Maples Academy. All funds raised go towards this goal.

PTA Hockey Pool: An NHL 50/50 survivor pool was started on October 30th. The eventual “survivor” 
will win $540 with $540 going to the PTA. A new pool will begin in the new year.

Cricket Creek Farms Christmas Trees: Once again this year the Johnson family is offering Christmas trees to 
The Maples community. For a minimum donation of $30 you can purchase a quality certified organic tree.

Purdy’s Chocolate: Thank you for your support. You have raised over 
$1000 for the school.

Please join us for our next meeting: 
Thursday, Dec. 16th at 8:00 am

Little Gift Givers is an opportunity for the children to do some holiday shopping on their own to 
surprise family and pets. They will do their shopping at school with a variety of items to 
choose from and return home with their gifts wrapped and ready to put under 
the tree. It is a nice way for them to independenly surprise their loved ones 
and participate in gift giving on their own.
The cost is $5 per tag (and a bag to carry their shopping home in). Please 
have your money in by December 1st. The store will be open Wednesday, 
Dec. 1 - Friday, Dec. 3. 

A Remembrance Day wreath was 
placed at the Cenotaph by the PTA



IB AWARD WINNERS
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Action Star
We would like to recognize Grade Five student Frans  
as an action star. Frans has been a great community 
helper at recess, helping with younger students and 
taking it upon himself to collect litter that has 
collected on the school yard.  Great work Frans!

Each month the teachers select one student from each classroom as the IB Award winner. The IB 
Programme stresses several attributes and attitudes that successful learners try to emulate. 
Congratulations to the students listed below. 

September - Inquirer and Curiosity

Kindergarten One  Jack M. - Curiosity
Kindergarten Two  Abby L. - Curiosity
Grade One-Two  Chloe W. - Curiosity
Grade Three-Four  Mackenzie Y. - Inquirer
Grade Five-Six  Aiden O. - Inquirer
Grade Seven-Eight  Aoife K. - Inquirer

October - Knowledgeable and Independence

Kindergarten One  Jahaan D. - Knowledgeable
Kindergarten Two  Rhea S. - Knowledgeable
Grade One-Two  Ava Y. - Independence
Grade Three-Four  Elizabeth D. - Knowledgeable
Grade Five-Six  Miles M. - Knowledgeable
Grade Seven-Eight  Isabella G. - Independence

November - Thinker and Confidence

Kindergarten One  Ziyana L. - Thinker
Kindergarten Two  John C. - Thinker
Grade One-Two  Finley M. - Confidence
Grade Three-Four  G. George - Confidence
Grade Five-Six  G. Milone - Confidence
Grade Seven-Eight  Kai T. - Thinker
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STUDENT LIFE

Upcoming Spirit Days

Dec. 15  Pajama Day

Jan. 11  Beach Day

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day

March 4 Plaid Day

April 14 Spring/Easter

May 19 Disney Day



OUR HOUSE SYSTEM

HOUSE Points Update

458,000

282,050

396,400

ΚΙΠ
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The Maples Academy has a rich and vibrant school culture largely because of our House 
System, which brings together staff and students from all different parts of the school, from 
Junior Kindergarten all the way up to Grade 8. Houses have been an integral part of schools 
for hundreds of years, and The Maples Academy students get to be a part of this very special 
tradition, while they are a part of a House that accepts and welcomes them with open arms. 
Students are placed into their House before they even arrive at our school, ensuring that 
students feel a sense of belonging from the very first moment they cross our threshold. Houses 
are developed through Spirit Day challenges and various team-building events. The 
camaraderie of the House System is a foundational element to community at The Maples 
Academy. Although we are always one large family of students, parents and faculty, the 
light-hearted competition between Houses allows students a forum to embrace healthy 
challenges and experience stunning victories and crushing losses, all while surrounded by 
those they’ve come to know as family over their years at The Maples Academy.



themaplesschool.com


